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Hello Members, 

Finally, there is a hint of Spring in the air, hope everyone has been able to rug up and keep on top of 

the weeds that appear – from nowhere it seems. 

 

Figure 1Standard Grevillia’s grafted by Drew 

 

 

 

 

 

The Committee of Management 

meeting in June, was enjoyed by all 

with positive feedback by many 

participants.  Many thanks to all 

helpers, and especially Drew Baglin 

who opened his lovely garden for all to 

see.  

 

 

 

 

   Figure 2Rob Slee, Drew Baglin and Laurie Baglin 



APS Vic – YouTube Channel 

Keep an eye on the APS website, in the members section, under videos.  Miriam Ford has posted a 

slide show on the visit to Drew’s garden.  She has many other videos on this site, including visits to 

Paul Kennedy’s garden, as well as Jan Hall and Helen Van Reit.  APS Vic has a YouTube channel which 

features many postings from Miriam. 

 

Figure 3 Eucalyptus Orbifolia 

What great timing that the Growing Australian magazine was out the next week with the article 

about Laurie.   

APS STRATHBOGIE RANGES VISIT 

On June 25th we joined with Strathbogie Ranges APS at Euroa for a presentation by Vanessa 

Malandrin, titled ‘HOW PLANTS COMMUNICATE’. 

Vanessa was educated in Italy and gained a Master’s Degree in Agriculture at the University of Pizza, 

then a post graduate in Agroecology in Spain. She spent ten years in research in the academic sector 

focusing in environment and sustainability. She was a university lecturer in Tuscany in Rural 

development and Sociology in the Netherlands. 



Vanessa believes plant have intelligence- with out a brain, and gave examples of how plants have the 

same senses as humans – Sight – Touch – Hearing – Smell and Taste. 

SIGHT – plants need light as demonstrated by plants leaning towards the sun. Her suggestion was if 

plants are moving towards the sun – move them into the sun rather than turning the pot, as they are 

trying to get more sunlight. Plants move slowly. 

TOUCH – roots ‘feel’ obstacles, rocks etc and go around them. The root tips is where plant 

intelligence exists. 

HEARING – bees buzzing stimulates extra nectar. Plants detect and react to different sounds.  

TASTE – root find the ‘right’ soil, plants have delt with fire, poor soil etc.  Some plants have adapted 

by becoming carnivorous. Plants make decisions to survive. 

SMELL – Plants can give off smells to attract insects. 

Plants need rest/sleep to survive.  The root system of plants are very similar to the internet! 

A very interesting presentation which opened up conversations. 

 

ODD JUG 

After the presentation in Euroa, Rob organised for us to visit the ODD JUG museum at Ruffy. 

Goodness me there were jugs, jugs, and more jugs. This is owned by Pam Sprunt, she has lost count 

of how many jugs she has, but there would have been thousands as they lined the four walls and 

centre display cabinets in a purpose-built building. They also have a small nursery.  The Devonshire 

Tea at the end of a quick tour of the nursery was appreciated on a cold and damp afternoon. 

 

Figure 4 Odd Jug  Ruffy 



MEETINGS 

Our Annual General Meeting will be held at South Shepparton Community Centre on August 9th 2022 

at 8 pm.  

September visit to Jeanette Graham’s Garden Strathmerton, will be held on September 24th.  Details 

to be finalised at August meeting. 

October Meeting held at South Shepparton Community Centre October 11th 2022 at 8pm, as will the 

November meeting on November 8th. 

GARDENING AUSTRALIA 

Keep an eye out for a segment on Gardening Australia due to be aired on August 26th 2022 when 

Jane Edmanson will be touring Miriam Ford’s garden showing her passion for mints. Miriam is the 

current APSVic Vice President. 

OPEN GARDENS MAROONDAH 

Bev and John Hanson and Sue Guymer and Bill Aitchison both have gardens featuring in Open 

Gardens on September 3rd & 4th 2022. 

                                           

                                                 



FLOWER SHOW DATES 

APS Bendigo Flower Show will be held September 24 & 25th 2020 in a new venue, Christian College, 

Kairn Road, Strathdale. 9am – 4 pm. $5.00 entry. 

APS Echuca Moama Native Flower Showcase, will be held October 8th 2022, at Echuca Masonic 

Lodge Hall, 426 High Street, Echuca. 

Hope everyone enjoys your gardens when they burst into flower and colour in Spring. 

Articles for future Newsletters will be greatly appreciated. 

 

Best wishes, 

Jenny Polinelli 

 

 

Figure 5 Eremophila oppositifolia 


